
A W  AND P-CEDENTS. 

SEC. 1621, R. S. The Marine Corps, * * * 
le Army, by order of the President, * 
I Articles of War prescribed for the govern- 

6, R. S. Courts-martial for the trial of militia 
rs  only. 
srtion.-S~cs. 1996, 1998, R. S. Every person 
, (or naval) service of the Unlted States, or 
the jurisdiction of the district .in which he 

its of the United States, with intent to  avoid 
al) service, lawfully ordered, shall be deemed 
nd forfeited his right of citizenship, a s  well 
nd such person ehall be forever incapable of 
It under the United States, or of exercising 

r courts-martial.-Am OF MARCH 3, 1877, c. 
' the regimental, garrison, and fleld officers' 
been acted upon, be retained and filed in 

3eadquarters of the Department Commander 
!re held, for two years, a t  the end of which 

WS~.-ACT OF ~IAECH 16, ,1878, c. 37. In  the 
IS, complaints, and other proceedings against 
>n of crimes, offences, and misdemeanors, in 
a1 courts, and courts-nlartial and courts of 
including the District of Columbia, the per- 
request but not otherwise, be a competent 
such request shall not create any presump- 

+Amendment o f  Art. IOJ:--ACT OF APBII. 
That the one hundred and third article of 

ind the same is  hereby, amepded by adding 

or punished by a court-martial for deser- 
t in the face of an enemy, committed more 
lent of such person for such offence, unless 
himself from the United States, in which 
)e excluded in computing the period of the 
mitation shall not begin until the end of 
mustered into the service." 
SEPT. 27. 1890, C. 998. Whenever by any of 
lent of the Army the punishment on convic- 
to the discretion of the court-martial, the 
me of peace, be in excess of a limit f h i c h  

nts prescribed by the President under this 
set forth post.] 

xv. 
1541 THE ACT O F  OCTOBER 1, 1S90,ESTABLISHING THE SUMMARY 

COURT. 

An Act to promote the administration of justice in  the Army. 

Be it enacted by the Smate and House of Representatives o f  the United 
Rta,tea of America in Congress assmbled, That hereafter in time of peace all 
enlisted men charged with offenses now cognizable by a garrison or regimental
court-martial shall,' within twenty-four hours from the time of thelr ayest ,
be brought before a summary court, which shall consist of the line officer sec­
ond in rank a t  the post or station or of the command of the alleged offender. 
and a t  stations where only officers of the staff are  on duty the officers second 
in rank shall constitute such court, who shall have power to administer oaths 
and to hear and determine the case, and when satisfied of the guilt of the 
accused party adjudge the punishment to be inflicted. There shall be a sum­
mary court record-book or docket kept a t  each military post, and in the field 
a t  the headquarters of the command, in which shall be entered a record of 
all  cases heard and determined and the action had thereon, and no sentence 
adjudged by said summary court shall be executed until i t  shall have been ap­
proved by the post or other commander: Provided, That when but one com­
missioned officer is present with a command he shall hear and finally de­
termine such cases a s  require summary action: Provided further, That the 
President be, and he hereby is, authorized to prescribe specific penalties for 
such minor offenses a s  are  now brought before garrison and regimental courts-
martial: Provided, further, That any enlisted man charged with a n  offense 
and brought before such summary court may, if he so desires, object to a hear­
ing and determination of his case by such court and request a trial by court-
martial, which request shall be granted a s  of right, and when the court is the 
accuser the case shall be heard and determined by the post commander, or 
by regimental or garrison court-martial: And pruwided further, That  post and 
other commanders shall, on the last day of each month, make a report to the 
department headquarters of the number of cases determined by summary court 
during the month, setting forth the offenses conlmitted and the penalties 
awarded, which reports shall be filed in the office of the judgeadvocate of the 
department. 

SEC. 2. That i t  shall be lawful for any civil officer having authority under 
the laws of the United States or of any State, Territory, or District, to arrest 
offenders, to summarily arrest a deserter from the military service of the 
United States and deliver him into the custody of the military authority of 
the General Government. 
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